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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 19, 2008

"Top Venture Capitalists to Pow Wow with World Class San Diego Researchers, April 2-3 2009"
CONNECT has developed a new program, The La Jolla Research & Innovation Summit - a closed meeting to showcase San Diego research excellence to an exclusive group of 50 out-of-town venture capitalists. Josh Green, Partner at Mohr Davidow Ventures said, “We are eagerly awaiting the CONNECT La Jolla Research & Innovation Summit – San Diego seems to be an untapped market with an extraordinary amount of innovation and opportunity for future investment.”
With over forty research institutes in San Diego, the pace of discovery continues to accelerate, creating new business opportunities. Scientists from the region’s elite research institutions will share their vision on where the research is heading in the areas in which San Diego excels.  
Dr. J. Craig Venter said, "San Diego's Torrey Mesa encompasses some of the leading research institutions and scientists.  The cutting-edge innovations coming from these organizations will likely lead to advances which could revolutionize technology across a variety of industries.  The La Jolla Research & Innovation Summit is an ideal forum to showcase our region's strength in cleantech, biotech, IT and convergence."
CONNECT is also inviting an equal number of local VCs to attend so that local connections can be made.  The program will take place April 2-3, 2009.

The Summit will showcase 20 presentations in four panels, including cleantech, biotechnology, IT and wireless technology and convergence innovation, as well as two keynote addresses by Dr. J. Craig Venter of the J. Craig Venter Institute and Dr. Larry Smarr of Calit2.  The Summit was developed in partnership with Morrison & Foerster LLP, QUALCOMM Ventures, The Legler Benbough Foundation, PricewaterhouseCoopers, BIOCOM, CleanTECH San Diego, CommNexus, San Diego Software Industry Council, The San Diego Venture Group and TechAmerica, formerly AeA. 
Terry Moore, Founder & Chairman of The VC Roundtable and Executive Director, Morrison & Foerster Venture Network said, “My colleagues from The VC Roundtable are looking forward to this first-hand review of the breadth and depth of innovation here in San Diego.”  
If you are a venture capitalist interested in attending, please contact Ilana Brand at ibrand@connect.org or 858-964-1314 to learn more.  Please note, attendance is open only to venture capitalists and space is limited.

About CONNECT

CONNECT is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating and sustaining the growth of innovative technology and life science businesses in San Diego.  Since 1985, CONNECT has assisted in the formation and development of over 1,200 companies and is widely regarded as the nation’s most successful regional program linking inventors and entrepreneurs with the resources they need for success.  Its programs include: Springboard, Venture Round Table, Frontiers in Science and Technology, FrameWorks, CEO Strategy Forum, Connect with CONNECT, and CONNECT Sports Innovators; affiliate programs with The Center for Commercialization of Advanced Technology (CCAT), Tech Coast Angels (TCA), Wireless-Life Sciences Alliance (WLSA), and MIT Enterprise Forum (MITEF); and its awards and recognition programs, Hall of Fame, and The Most Innovative Products (MIP) Awards. For more information, please visit www.connect.org. 
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